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General Meeting 
Tuesday, June 21, 2016, at 7:00pm 

Freetail Brewing Company, 2000 S. Presa, San Antonio, TX 78210 
 
The meeting was called to order by LNA President Selsa Gonzalez at 7:10pm.  Approximately 70 people 
were in attendance. 
 
Tomas Larralde, Chief of Staff for Senator José Menéndez addressed the meeting. He spoke about how 
the Senator’s office is working on security issues, the zika virus, and the $32 million appropriation from 
House Bill 2968 which Senator Menéndez sponsored to develop the Alamo complex.  Mr. Larralde also 
said that in the near future the Senator’s office is going to be asking for input on upcoming legislation.   
 
Robin Harvey, Communications Director for State Representative Diego Bernal, District 123 
addressed the meeting.  She stated that Representative Bernal’s office’s big focus is on public education.  
Other issues his office is working on is health care and property taxes.  His office too will be will be 
seeking input on legislative priorities.  
 
VIA Transit representative, Michael Dominguez spoke to the crowd about the new VIVA routes that 
started on June 6th.  The new routes were inspired by the unique places in San Antonio like our museums, 
world heritage sites, theaters, parks, etc.  The routes include: 
VIVA Culture (#11) connects riders from Southtown to Pearl and onto museums, parks, theaters, art 
galleries and the zoo. 
VIVA Missions (#40) takes riders to the historic San Antonio Missions World Heritage Site (currently goes 
as far as Mission San Jose and will eventually reach Mission Espada once road construction in the area is 
completed). 
VIVA Centro (#301) travels through the heart of downtown from the Alamo to Market Square. 
Cost for a single fare is $1.35 or $2.75 for an unlimited day pass with several discounts for students, seniors 
(62 or older), active duty military, disabled veterans, and Medicare recipients.   
 
Next up were representatives from the Lone Star Brewery Redevelopment Project team, Jennifer 
Greer, Senior Director of Development for CBL & Associates Properties, Inc. and Adam Schneider, 
President of Aquaplaned Development.  The new Lone Star Brewery District will be a mixed-use 
development of 400,000 square feet with 3 multifamily parcels, hotel, businesses, retail, restaurants, and 
green spaces, all focused on local and regional themes.  Construction is scheduled to start early 2017 with a 
grand opening projected for late 2018.  They were not able to speak of any specific tenants but as leases are 
signed they will add them to the website.  http://lonestarbrewerydistrict.com.  They encouraged interested 
residents to contact them via their website if they would like to get a tour of the development project. 
 
Ramiro Maldonado from San Antonio Housing Authority addressed the meeting about the new homes 
on Leigh Street.  There were multiple offers on all the lots and the market drove the price on the lots.  The 
design committee is now in the process of reviewing the designs of the new houses to ensure they comply 
with the Design Guidelines.  All but 4 of the houses met the deadline of April for all owners to submit 
designs to the design committee.  Those lots were re-advertised to builders and were sold.  Fourteen lots 



were sold to individual owners and 12 lots were sold to various developers.  All owners must reside in their 
home for a minimum of 2 years.  One lot has already closed and is being built, 4 others are getting ready to 
go for their permit they are just waiting for the city.  
 
The final speaker was Colleen Swain, World Heritage Director for City of San Antonio.  Ms. Swain 
started her job April 1, 2016 and since then she and her office have been working on a plan with all the 
partners involved with the San Antonio Missions.  This plan includes the following components:  Small 
Business Development, Visitor Experience, Wayfinding & Signage, Infrastructure, Transportation, 
Beautification, Code Enforcement, Marketing.  For more information and details on this plan, please visit 
http://www.missionsofsanantonio.org and more specifically http://www.missionsofsanantonio.org/world-
heritage-symposia.html.  
The San Antonio Missions have been selected for the National Preservation Contest!  The San Antonio 
Missions National Historical Park is one of only 20 national parks to be selected for the inaugural “Vote 
Your Park” national campaign sponsored by the Partners in Preservation. The 20 parks will be competing 
for $2 million in grants designated for preservation projects at the sites. Winners will be determined by 
popular vote.  
To “Vote Your Park,” a person must go to VoteYourPark.org and register with an email address and 
password. Then, go to their inbox and look for an email from Partners in Preservation to confirm email. 
After that, each participant will be able to vote for their park once each day between May 25 and July 5. 
Be sure to hit “submit votes” at the bottom of the page. If you sign in via Facebook, the voting process 
takes fewer steps. The parks with the most votes at the end of the voting will win the grant funds to start 
their preservation projects. 
 
Ongoing and Additional LNA Business 
1.  Quiet Zone for trains: the LNA met with a developer who will be building on the east side and we are 
joining forces to pressure city council for a FEASIBILITY study for a train quiet zone.  We need your help.  
Tell council this is important to you.  We need collaboration between District 2 and District 1.  Call council 
at 207-0900.   
 
2.  Better sidewalks.  The LNA Board would like to work with concerned members of the neighborhood on 
this issue.  We can get sidewalks subsidized by the city, and we can ask for bond dollars to use on main 
thoroughfares like Presa, Pereida, and St. Mary’s. If you would like the city to subsidize your sidewalk, call 
311 and ask to be sent an application.   
 
3.  If you are not on the current LNA email list please send an email to president@lavaca.net and we can 
add you to our list.  
 
4.  For the National Night Out in October we’re looking into having a slab cinema night!  More details to 
follow. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm. 
 
 
 
 
 


