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General Meeting 
Tuesday, March 22, 2016, at 7:00pm 

Freetail Brewing Company, 2000 S. Presa, San Antonio, TX 78210 
 
The meeting was called to order by LNA President Selsa Gonzalez at 7:10pm.  Approximately 45 people 
were in attendance. 
 
Officer Andrea Guerra (andrea.guerra@santonio.gov) represented the SAFEE office as Officer McCall 
(Lavaca’s SAFEE officer; david.mccall@sanantonio.gov) could not make it.  She provided crime statistics 
from the neighborhood for January and February 2016.  For the neighborhood, SAPD received over 200 
calls approximately 60 of which dealt with thefts, theft of vehicles and incidents such as these.  From these 
60, there were 20 actual police reports.  Officer Guerra, recommended that people not make anything 
visible (car charger, change, etc.).  During Q&A, Officer Guerra was asked about the possibility of SAPD 
patrolling Carolina for speeding.  She said that if they get calls requesting it they could consider but they 
would need to know what times they would need to patrol, what days/times are they having speeding 
problems on Carolina.  The SAFEE number is 210-207-7413.  Selsa Gonzalez, LNA President stated that 
the LNA has spoken with the council district office to request a speed bump on Devine street and the city is 
currently working on it.  
 
Councilman Robert Trevino, District 1 City Councilman, addressed the meeting and said that he and the 
LNA have met to discuss repurposing the SAHA building on the corner of Labor and Barrera.  This 
building has great potential for the neighborhood and once he gets more finalized information he will 
provide it to the LNA.    
 
Councilman Trevino also spoke about the 2017-2022 municipal bond cycle, which is underway.  (San 
Antonio’s bond program runs every 5 years and the next one starts in 2017). San Antonio citizens can 
provide input on what projects should be included in the upcoming municipal bond package.  Citizens and 
communities should communicate their desires to Councilman Trevino’s office. Councilman Trevino listed 
several projects that people might want to push for: sidewalks a roof repair program, which entails 
replacing roofs with white asphalt shingles to help with air quality, lower temperatures of houses and lower 
temperatures of the neighborhood.  
 
Linda Jimenez from San Antonio Credit Union (SACU) addressed the meeting to say that a San 
Antonio Credit Union office is coming to Southtown.  She invited the community members to a meeting on 
April 12 at Central Library (600 Soledad St.) from 5:30-8:00pm (reception from 5:30-6pm and meeting 
from 6pm-8pm).  The location of the branch hasn’t been finalized.  They want input from the community 
on the design and operation of the branch and how SACU can best contribute to the financial health of the 
community.  
 
Steve Lecholop, District 1 Board of Trustees for SAISD addressed the meeting to talk about the great 
things happening in SAISD:   

• Bonham has a great K through 5th grade and now that it has just finished building a middle school 
building will have a great K through 8th grade.   



• It was just announced that Fox Tech is going to be transformed into a magnet school for gifted and 
talented students for any child who wants to pursue rigorous learning.  It will accept any student who 
wants to work hard.  It will provide an outlet for students who want to accelerate their learning.  It 
will be partnering with Trinity University, accepting applications for K through 10th grade beginning 
this spring.  It will grow to 12 grades in the next 2 years. 

• Burnett building.  SAISD is working towards a consolidated office building, which will free up lots 
of space at old schools and the Burnett building is in such a prime location.  It is his sincerest hope 
that as Hemisfair continues to build and bring additional people to our neighborhood that Burnett 
could become an actual school again.  Burnett has a long history in the community as a good school 
and its hoped that by revitalizing the school we can revitalize the NE quadrants of Lavaca.  

 
Keith C. Keppler from T. Baker Smith addressed the meeting.  He is representing Consortia Impulsa, 
developers new to the area who are considering developing a vacant duplex at 141 Vitra Place into a 4-plex 
townhouse.  The townhouse will be 3 stories with a garage on the lower level with living quarters the top 2 
levels.  Mr. Keppler asked if this is a development that the neighborhood would support.  Neighbors near to 
this location asked if the possible developers would be supportive of their desires to close Vitra at Presa, 
making it a dead end street.  Currently, Breckenridge High School students and other traffic speed down the 
street.  Also because the sidewalks are so torn up, people walk down the middle of the street making it 
extremely dangerous when vehicles speed down the street.  Another member of the community stated that 
support of the rezoning would be more dependent on the design of the building.  It was not so much a 
matter of density but more about the design of the building’s relationship with the street and other buildings 
in the neighborhood.  
 
Autumn Lotze from the St. Bernard Project (http://www.stbernardproject.org) a non-profit organization 
whose mission is to “shorten the time between disaster and full recovery by ensuring that disaster-impacted 
citizens and communities recover in a prompt, efficient and predictable manner.”  They have helped 1,000 
families that have been displaced.  They can help residents do what they can to protect your home from 
disasters and teach them what to do after the fact of a disaster.  They have free one-hour workshops.  Ms. 
Lotze was available after the meeting to address any questions or concerns.  For more information, please 
check out their website at http://www.stbernardproject.org.  
 
Anna Romero from Senator José Menéndez’s office addressed the meeting.  She stated that Senator 
Menéndez asks that his representatives attend neighborhood association meetings to connect with 
community members.  He encourages people to contact his office at 210-773-6604 with any questions or 
concerns you might have of him.  His office is open Mon-Fri, 8:30am-5:30pm and Sat, 11am-2pm. 
 
Emiliano Romero, Legislative Director from State Representative Diego Bernal’s office addressed the 
meeting.  Representative Bernal is having a community meeting on April 2nd at 1017 North Flores starting 
at 10am.  
 
Selsa Gonzalez, LNA President closed out the meeting by reminding members that on Saturday April 
2nd the neighborhood will be building our playground at Labor Street Park!!!  If you haven’t already 
registered to volunteer, visit lavaca.net/playground and sign up to help build our playground.  Breakfast and 
Lunch provided.  
 
For upcoming events, the LNA is planning on having a grand opening celebration for the playground 
sometime in May before Memorial Day weekend.  More details to follow. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05pm. 


